CASTELSEPRIO

Towards the end of the IVth century Castelseprio was founded as a simple military centre along the Como – Novara road, connecting Ivrea to Aquileia and later it was transformed into a real “castrum” (fortess) during the first ten years of the fifth century and was employed not only by the Romans but also by the Gothics, by the Bizantines and by the Longobars. 

The Longobards made this fort the core of a vast area ruled by a duke. 

Under the rule of Desiderio (VIIIth century), the last Longobard king, Castel Seprio had its own golden money called “tremisse”.

After the Longobard rule the Seprio passed under the power of the Franks (VIIIth century).

In the following centuries, after having been reduced Castel Seprio survived until the time of the Comuni, and during the controversies between the powerful families of Milan (Torriani and Visconti), it was finally destructed by order of the Count Bishop Ottone Visconti in 1287.

Only the religious buildings and rests of wall and towers are still visible inside the archeological area.

The Basilica of San Giovanni Evangelista, having originally a rectangular plant (Vth century), was divided in three aisles and enriched with a great semicircular apse.

Behind the Basilica of baptistery dedicated to St. John the Baptist can be seen (Vth – VIIth centuries). It is a building with central, optagonal plant, a small apse towards the East and two baptismal basins, one optagonal and the other circular, perhaps testifyng the presence of two different rites.

Learning against the Basilica of San Giovanni stand the rest of a big rectangular cistern, water reserve for the fort.

The Church of San Paolo has a central esagonal plant and was built between the XIth and XIIth centuries.

Outside the walls, at about a hundred metres from the fort, the small Church of Santa Maria Foris Portas is placed, probably built in the VIth or VIIth century.

It has a rectangular plant with three apses similar to horse-shoes, settled in trefoil, and an atrium in front.  Inside an outstanding cicle of highmedieval frescos (VIIth – IXth centuries) covers the walls of the central aisle.

Over two different registrers they show episodes of Holy Mary’s life and Christ’s Childhood, inspired by Apocripha, painted by unknow but skilled artist with an oriental  culture.

At the end of the XVth century a Nativity was painted on the central part of the apse wall, that is now conserved in the parish Church of Carnago.

Here an ancient wooden crucifix is also preserved, being once in Santa Maria Foris Portas.   

